DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

I0TH SPACE WING {AFBPL)

7 November 2016
MPMORANDURM PO MR, MIKE ESHAGHIAN
DEPARTMENT OF TONIC sUBSTANCES CONTROL
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA PERMITIING BRANCH

FROM: 30 CES/CEHC
1028 leeland Avenue
Vandenberg AFB CA 93437-6010

SUBHECT: Closure Notification, Vandenberg Air Porce Base (VAFB) Haplosive Ordinance
Disposal (HOD) Range RURA TSDF Part ‘B Permit

. The RCRA Part B BOD Hazardous Waste Treatment Factly Permir, (EPA LI,

\‘}%W 251493, assigned ro V 4ndcnber§‘ AFB cxpires m May ’7“‘11?% The Air Forcr intends toallow
riu: pmmg to expire without exercising the opton to renew. The Installanon Management Plight
{30 CES/CED is assigned as the regulatory compliance point-of-contact related to dm permit and
TOQUESTS Z} i L\{, coordination o determine the path to permit closure, The Air Foree mrends to
continue to operate the existing ()D Range as operational training under HOLD Flight (30
CES/CED) management, 30 CES/CEL proposes that the 2016 1 1OD Range Asw%mam functions
as part of the pesmit Closure Plan pma.m.

2. Whether emertgency response or a planned operation, the controlled destruction of propellants,
explosives, and/or pyrotechnics (PEP) conducred by VAFE EOD F Tight p{:r‘mnnd are currently
conducted urder esther the Lev LE 1 response or the operational training exercise exemption, W ith
the exception of exempted Level 1 response, these operations are logged as “H xplosive Profictency
and Umergency Dietonation Traming” as described m Aw Force Instructon (AFD 32-3001, and
therefore are not regulated under or require an BPA treatment permit. lrmnmg is an ﬁ.mi.u.df;d and
non-regulated activity and oot part of the pesmir requiretnents. The cugrent mode of HOD Flight
Operatons ar the BOD range consists of detonations fanctioning and logeed/verified as a training
exerasse for BOL Phghr ;wrso:mcl under AR readiness for active duty worldwide deployments.

Munitions associated with Legacy Missile Programs promulgated the necd for the original Part B
OD/OB Permt. The cancellanon and phasc-out of these weapon-system vehicle launch programs
no longer ‘auppnrt the need for the resubmittal of the May 2018 Facility Permir Applicanion package.
As well, the continuance of this permit 1s no looger co ormmn,ai by viable. There is a marked and
significant downward trend in the annual Net | ,:\.y}{mvc Weight (NIW) detonated, The six-year
rrend 18 noted belows

a. 2016 0.0 1bs. (o dard
b 2015 0.6 ths

¢ 2014 809 hs

. 2013 4907 lbs.

12 12.27 The

£ 20115105 Ebes.
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4. Vo put these wtals in perspectve, the Vandenberg AFB RCRA Part B HOD Treamment Faciliy
Permit allows up to 500 ths, u{ treatment per/ ‘dav. The combined six-vear volume listed above of
121.08 tbs. is 24.2 percent of a single days permitted hmit. The permitted cost of “disposal” for the
six-vear period cquals $362.850.00 or an average of $2,997 per/ib. This average does not fake into
account the expense for the annual Range ‘xmewmulf samphing and anzlysis).

- O 14 Apnl 2014, IIPA Reglon 9 conducted an unapnounced comphance evaluation mspection
of the VAFB Harardous \l‘»mte Program and specifically the RCRA Part B peroutred 15DF ROD
Range and BOD Operations | Fhght, Chief mnspector dunng the April 2014 compliance assessment
was Mr. Russ Frazier, Lead Inspector with the EPA Region 9 Waste and Chenical
Seciion/ Lnforcement Division. Mr. Frazier was accompanted by the Santa Barbara Couney CUPA
inspector, Mr Gary Browne for 2 joint inspection. M. B Tazicr recommended thar the base (VAFB)
aﬂd 30 CES/CEL move forward and initiate the cancellation of the RCRA Part B Permir while at
the same vime continue HOD operations at the range. The ranonale for the EPA recommendaiion
was formulated after lengthy discussions of the hmwr} and original need for the permitted range,
past Tange OPCLAons, rhc scope of historical launch vehicle operations and subsequent muluple
peated high

program cancellations, marking the end of the large Air Foree based programs and a
EOD disposals,

potential tor required

The BOD Range will continue to be requited to operate in the capacity as an operational traming
range. In the eventuality of complete HOD Range closure, the responsibility of hmg ter
monitorng, corrective action and clean-up woul _4.1 be mansfersed 1o the VAVR Installanon
Restoration Program and managed under the Federal Facilioes Site Remediation Agreemoent
(FEFSRA) for VAVB with the IXTSC and the Regional Water Quakity Control Board.

[ appreciate your time and consideration. Should you have any farther questions or comments
regarding this submittal, please contact me at BO5-605-7924 oy Dan Carson ar 606-2359 or by email

at Lhmd carson. 1ghus.aloil.

Ve g .
BEATRICH Ez KIPHL '\E\E
Chief, Installation Management Fhght
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